
Mary Mother of Jesus Inclusive Catholic Community Liturgy 
November 5, 2022 

 

THEME: Dying into the Great Mystery of Love Beyond Imagining 

Presiders: Bridget Mary Meehan and Peg Bowen 
Readers:  Jim Brandi and Ann Cooke;  Prayer Leaders: Joan P. and Reader 1 

Music: Linda Lee Miller;   IT:  Rick Miller and Cheryl Brandi 

Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81534075389?
pwd=TTdGY2NxS3AzTW13ODJESkdYME9aUT09 
  
Meeting ID: 815 3407 5389 
Passcode: 803326 

Welcome 
Peg: Welcome to Mary Mother of Jesus Inclusive Catholic Community in Sarasota, Florida. 
Whoever you are,  
Wherever you are,  
Just as you are,  
You are welcome at this table.  
(Integral Christianity by Paul Smith) 

Opening Song:  
God is holding Me Now by Michael Hatfield with Karen Drucker 

https://youtu.be/M77BhstiEXc 
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Communal Reconciliation Rite 
Bridget Mary:  We pause now to remember an occasion when our fears overcame us.  

(Pause briefly. Then, open your hands and let go) 

Bridget Mary and All: I let go of my anxieties and trust that no matter what happens in living or 
dying, God is holding me now. 

GLORIA: Linda Lee Miller 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rbarqE9o8QY 

Opening Prayer  
Peg: We give thanks that, like angels, we are the beloved of God, called to be messengers of hope. We 
let go and let God love us, heal us, empower us and transform us in every tough situation we face. We 
trust in the unfathomable mystery of divine love surrounding us in every moment of life. 

Ann C:  First Reading: 2 Thessalonians 2:16-18 

Meanwhile, we’ve got our hands full continually thanking God for you, our good friends, so loved by 
God.  So, friends, take a firm stand, feet on the ground and head high. Keep a tight grip on what you 
were taught, whether in personal conversation or by our letter. May Jesus himself and God, who reached 
out in love and surprised you with gifts of unending help and confidence, put a fresh heart in you, 
invigorate your work and enliven your speech.  

These are the inspired words of Eugene H. Peterson in the Message and we affirm them by saying:  
ALL:  May it be so. 

Responsorial Psalm: 139 with Kathryn Christian 

https://youtu.be/WVSqVWDmmbM 

Jim B:  Second Reading is from Abiding Word 

In the Gospel today, some Sadducees pose to Jesus what looks like a preposterous question. They try to 
show that Jesus’ belief is at odds with the law of Moses. They cite the levirate law (Deut 25:5-6), whose 
intent was to insure that a man’s name not be blotted out of Israel. Instead, the Sadducees frame the 
question in terms of the men’s possession of the woman in the afterlife.  
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Jesus’ response undoes their misperceptions by affirming that there will be no patriarchal marital 
arrangements in the afterlife. There will be no need to ensure one’s legacy through the children one 
leaves behind. Rather, one continues to live as God’s child, no longer haunted by the shadow of death. 
Jesus shows the Sadducees that Moses himself can be read as affirming that life continues beyond the 
grave. We can hear as well in Jesus’ response, God’s desire for an end to any abuse of women. As 
beloved daughters of God, they are no longer passed on from man to man. 

Feeding our curiosity about what resurrected life will be like, Jesus drops one small hint: “they are like 
angels,” or heavenly messengers…  

Angelic life, as Luke portrays it, consists of being a messenger of hope in the most awful circumstances. 
It is the refusal already in this life to allow evil to triumph, it is not simply delayed reward in the beyond. 
It is, as Maya Angelou wrote of the “dreams and hopes of the slave” in her poem “Still I Rise”: You may 
shoot me with your words / You may cut me with your eyes / You may kill me with your hatefulness / 
But still, like air, I’ll rise.” 

These are the inspired words of Barbara Reid, scripture scholar, and we affirm them by saying:  
ALL:  May it be so.  

Alleluia: Jan Phillips 

https://youtu.be/IC4nbwmQDVw 

Peg: Gospel: A reading from the Gospel of Luke 20: 27-38 

Some Sadducees, those who deny that there is a resurrection, came forward and put this question to 
Jesus saying, “Teacher, Moses wrote for us, If someone’s brother dies leaving a wife but no child, his 
brother must take this wife and raise up descendants for his brother. Now there were seven brothers; the 
first one married a woman but died childless. Then the second and the third married her, and likewise all 
the seven died childless. Finally, the woman also died. Now at the resurrection whose wife will that 
woman be? For all seven had been married to her.  Jesus said to them, “The children of this age marry 
and remarry, but those who are deemed worthy to attain to the coming age and to the resurrection of the 
dead neither marry nor are given in marriage.  They can no longer die, for they are like angels; and they 
are children of God because they are ones who will rise.” 
These are the inspired words of the author of Luke and we respond to them by saying:  
ALL:  May it be so.  

Homily Starter: Bridget Mary 

Community Shared Reflections 

Joan P and All:  Statement of Faith  
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We believe in the Holy One, a divine mystery 
beyond all definition and rational understanding, 
the heart of all that has ever existed, 
that exists now, or that ever will exist. 
 
We believe in Jesus, messenger of the Divine Word, 
bringer of healing, heart of Divine compassion, 
bright star in the firmament of the Holy One's 
prophets, mystics, and saints. 
 
We believe that We are called to follow Jesus 
as a vehicle of divine love, 
a source of wisdom and truth, 
and an instrument of peace in the world. 
 
We believe in the Spirit of the Holy One, 
the life that is our innermost life, 
the breath moving in our being, 
the depth living in each of us. 
 
We believe that the Divine kin-dom is here and now, 
stretched out all around us for those 
with eyes to see it, hearts to receive it, 
and hands to make it happen. 

Prayers for the Community 

Reader 1: As we prepare for this sacred meal, we bring to this table our prayers and concerns for the 
community.  Please feel free to voice your intentions beginning with the words, “I bring to the table….” 

Prayers for the community are offered. 

Reader 1:   We pray for these and all unspoken intentions. ALL:  Amen.  

Liturgy of the Eucharist 

Preparation Of the Gifts 

 Bridget Mary: Blessed are You, Holy One, through Your divine providence we have this bread to 
share, the Bread of Life.  

Peg and All:  Blessed are You, Holy One, forever.   
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Peg:  Blessed are You, O Loving One, through Your divine providence we have this wine to share, our 
spiritual drink.  

Bridget Mary All:  Blessed are, You, Holy One, forever. 

Peg:  Nurturing One, we are united in this sacrament by the love of Christ, whose presence calms our 
deepest fears and emboldens us to trust God in all the challenges we face and in the turmoil in our 
world.  ALL:   Amen. 

Eucharistic Prayer 

Bridget Mary:  The glory of God is within you. 
All:  And everywhere in the cosmos 

Peg: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them up to the Creator of Life. 

Bridget Mary: Let us give thanks to the Holy One 
All: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Peg: Holy One, with the angels, saints and all the messengers of hope, who have gone before us, we lift 
up our hearts and sing: 

Holy, Holy, Holy: Here in This Place by Christopher Grundy 

https://youtu.be/sgkWXOSGmOQ  

Jim B & All:   Like the angel Gabriel who assured Zechariah and Mary of the Holy One’s 
Presence in a time of crisis, Jesus calls us not to be afraid when our lives are turned upside down. 
We trust that the God of the living who embraced Jesus in the darkness of suffering and death, 
will have the last word in our lives.  

Ann C:&All:  On the night before he died, Jesus showed us how to love tenderly when he washed 
the feet of his friends. 
 
Community lifts the bread 

Bridget Mary and All:  When he returned to his place at the table, he lifted the bread, spoke the 
blessing, broke the bread and offered it to them saying:  
Take and eat, this is my very self. 
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Community lifts the cup 

Peg and All:  Then he took the cup of the covenant, spoke the grace, and offered it to them saying: 
Take and drink.  Whenever you remember me like this,  I am among you. 

Joan P:  Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 
ALL:  Nurtured by your Word, nourished by your food, called anew to be your people, we share 
your blessings. 

Reader 1:  Like the early followers of Jesus who formed new chosen families in diverse communities, 
may we create new chosen families where all are invited to come together in a discipleship and ministry 
of equals.  

With Mary, the Mother of Jesus, and our beloved saints, who sowed the seeds of new, unimagined life in 
the vivifying Spirit of Love, may we be the face of God in our world working for the well-being of all 
people in a more caring and just world.  

All lift cup and plate 

Bridget Mary & ALL: Through the Spirit, the Risen Christ is present in every moment of life, 
loving and transforming us,  in and through our sufferings, losses, and death.  

The Great Amen: Linda Lee Miller 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dy76fpfkNsg 

Prayer of Jesus 

Joan P.:  Let us pray the Prayer of Jesus:  
ALL:  O Birther! Father - Mother of the Cosmos 
Focus your light within us - make it useful. 
Create your reign of unity now - 
through our fiery hearts and willing hands 
Help us love beyond our ideals 
and sprout acts of compassion for all creatures. 
Animate the earth within us: we then 
feel the Wisdom underneath supporting all. 
Untangle the knots within 
so that we can mend our hearts' simple ties to each other. 
Don't let surface things delude us, 
But free us from what holds us back from our true purpose. 
Out of you, the astonishing fire, 
Returning light and sound to the cosmos.  
May it be so. 
Translation by Neil Douglas-Klotz   
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Sign of Peace 

Bridget Mary:  Jesus said to his disciples, “My peace I leave You.  My peace I give You.”   
As we share our joy, let us share God’s abundant peace.  Let us now extend a sign of peace to one 
another by saying,  
ALL:  Namaste, Namaste, Namaste 

Communion 

Bridget Mary: Please join in praying the prayer for the breaking of the bread: 
ALL:   Loving God, You call us to live the Gospel of peace and justice. We will live justly.    
Loving God, You call us to be Your presence in the world.  We will love tenderly. 
Loving God, You call us to speak truth to power.  We will walk with integrity.  

All lift bread 

Peg:  This is the Bread of Life and Cup of Blessing. How blessed are we who are called to this Table. 
ALL:  Jesus, you affirm our worthiness and by your word, we will heal the world.  

Receive the Bread and the Wine and pray the words:  The Spirit in me sees the Spirit in you.  

Communion Song: Be Not Afraid by Bob Dufford, sung by John Michael Talbot 

https://youtu.be/wQr4udSiEew 

Prayer after communion 
  
Bridget Mary:  Holy One, in whom all are alive, we believe that the resurrected Christ accompanies us 
in our work for liberation and empowerment in a world where all living beings can flourish. May we go 
forth as  messengers of hope to build a more just world and to create a transformed community of life on 
earth.   

Bridget Mary:  Introductions/Thanksgivings/Announcements 

Community Blessing 

Peg: Let us raise our hands and bless each other. 
ALL: May we live a liberated life, free of useless worries in the company of all the holy women 
and men who have gone before us.  
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Bridget Mary & ALL:  May we challenge patriarchal structures that deny the full equality of 
women.  May we proclaim the liberating news in the New Testament that women are equally filled 
with the gifts of the Spirit and functioned as apostles, disciples, preachers, prophets, leaders of 
house churches and workers for the gospel 

Peg and all: May we draw on the passion and strength of the cloud of witnesses who have gone 
before us to accompany us on our journey to become compassionate expresses of divine goodness. 

Bridget Mary:   Our closing song is: "I Hope"  
sung by Meah Pace with The Resistance Revival Chorus – Lyrics added 

https://youtu.be/AjirwATs5r4 

__________________________________________________________________ 

This Liturgy was written by Bridget Mary Meehan. 
If you would like to add your intercession to our MMOJ Community Prayers book, 

Please send an email to jmeehan515@aol.com 

If you would like to invite another person to attend our liturgy please refer them to 
www.marymotherofJesus.org where the day’s liturgy is found. Zoom instructions are also included there. 

Please support our community, send your check to: 
Mary Mother of Jesus Inclusive Catholic Community 

% St Andrews UCC, 6908 Beneva Rd., Sarasota, FL 34328 
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